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Hot,  Hot, H ot… 
This week doesn ’t l ook favora ble for man or bea st,  with the 
high heat and humidity.  It is kind of  intere sting,  as it wa s just 

a few month s back we  were complaining about how cold and 
wet ou r spring  had been and that we were  in need for the hot 
stuff.   Well we sure got i t n ow!  H owever many county fairs 
start this wee k leaving fair exhi bitors looking for coolness for 
both the mselves and their fair animal s.  When te mpera tures 

reach a bove 80 degree s and the relati ve humidity is a bove 65 
percent,  comfort i s certainly compromised.  This kind of 
weather can be e specially deadly for swine, a s they have n on-
functioning sweat glands.  Here are some suggestion s to keep 

your ani mals cool.   
Signs o f heat stress: 
Animals under stress will be uncomforta ble, much like  we are 
when enduring this heat.   Gene ral sign s of stre ss are:  panting,  
open mouth brea thing, exce ssi ve salivation,  lack of coordina-

tion, tre mbling,  inability  to stand, and high re ctal  te mpera -
ture.  During a heat wave i t is difficult for animal s to maintain 
their normal body te mpera ture.  Re search sh ows as the heat 
and humidity increa se s during the hea t of the day so d oes the 
body te mpera ture of animals.  If the heat and humidity con-

tinue during the evening h ours and for many days,  the ani mal 
can’t re cover to i t’s normal body te mpera ture. 

Transportatio n of animals: 
Before transporta tion make sure  the ani mals ha ve been hy-

drated and sprin kle animal s with wa ter.  Use  wet shavings for 
bedding, never u se straw .  Straw  acts as an  insulator.  Trans-
port animals during the coolest part of the  day, such a s early 
morning or late e vening.  Haul a s few  animal s as possible , 

don’t crowd animal s in the  traile r.  In the trailer, unplug ven-
tilation h oles.  Load and unload promp tly.  Fairs may need to 
adjust their schedule of arrival and departure of animals to 
accommodate the cooler part of the day. 
Barns at the fair: 

There should be a mple ven tilation wi thin the barn s at the 
fair.  When heat and hu midity can’t be  lowe red, more  air 
movemen t a cross people and animal s can help re move heat,  
and lower heat stre ss.   To run the  amount of fan s that w ould 

be needed to crea te ai r movement, more  electri cal use maybe 
needed.  Thus genera tors might be  needed for supplemen tal 
electri city and located away from spectators as they are n oisy 

and distra cting.  If  animals are l oca ted on the outside edge of 
a barn  where sunlight show s, u se ta rps to shade the morning 
or aftern oon light.   Make sure i t isn ’t trapping heat, making 
the si tuation w orse.     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
At the fair: 
Check in is a situati on where fair staff  sh ould con sider an al-
ternative ti me for weighing, ultra sounding, etc. of animals.   
Facilitie s should lend themselves to a l ow stress environmen t 

and the process should be  qui ck and effortless.  The sh ow 
also might need to be conducted at an alte rnative ti me.  Mov-
ing the sh ow into the  evening hours could be advanta geous.  
Wate r animal s and utilize ele ctrolytes if  needed to ge t ani-

mals to drink.  Allow  access to wate r a t all ti mes, with out 
them ma king a mess of thei r pen.  Rinse ani mals to keep cool.  
It might be  easier and less stre ssful to rinse them in their pen 
rather than ta king them to a wa sh ra ck nu merous time s 
throughou t the da y.  Ea rly relea se of ani mals from the fair 

may need to be  considered.  Loadou t procedures sh ould be 
followed a s sta ted earlier.   Ani mal grouping should be an-
other considera tion if p ossible.   Don’t put as many animals in 
a pen and leave some distance be tween tied animals in the 
barn.  Your #1 re sponsi bility  at the fai r are  you and your ani-

mals, therefore  it i s crucial to be  there  early in the morning 
till late a t night managing them.  While the fai r is ti me for fun, 
events and friends, these  conditions could be life  threa tening 
for your ani mals.   Pay attention  and have a great fair experi-
ence.   
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