
Drainage Workshop 

USDA Wetland Determination Process 



USDA Farm Bill Program 

Rules: FSA & NRCS 



Food Security Act of 1985 Farm Bill Directed 
USDA-NRCS to complete certified wetland 
determinations for USDA Participants. 

How does a USDA Participant get a certified wetland 

determination from NRCS? 
   

 Contact the local USDA-Farm Service 

Agency(FSA) to start the process  

 

 Be as detailed as possible on where the existing 

systems are, size, scope, layout, outlets, year 

installed on the tract map 

 

 



How does a USDA Participant get a certified wetland 

determination from NRCS? 
   

 Complete AD-1026(USDA’s request for a wetland 

determination) with Farm Service Agency as the 

starting point for all determinations. 

 

 

 



AD-1026 Form 



AD-1026 Form 
A person that applies for USDA benefits is responsible for obtaining wetland 

determinations, exemptions, and scope and effect evaluations before— 

  Altering any wetland area 

 

  Improving an existing drainage system 

 

  Maintaining an existing drainage system 

 

To assist in scope and effect evaluations, the USDA participant is responsible for: 

 Providing records and plans for any past hydrologic manipulations. 

 

 Furnishing plans for any proposed manipulations, including the drainage 

capacity of existing and planned drainage systems. 

 

 The participant is also responsible for complying with all Federal, State, or 

local regulations, permits, etc., administered by other agencies 

 



Check the Appropriate Request  



Detailing Existing and Proposed Drainage Systems 



Detailed Tile Map Needed With Request 



NRCS Wetland determination Roles: 

 When wetland determination form is completed with FSA(AD-1026) 
they will send it to our office to complete the determination. 

 

 We will complete the determination out of the Juneau Area Office 
using a number of historical air photo’s prior to 1985, soils maps, and 
if needed will make an appointment with the producer to do a field 
visit. 

 

 NRCS provides you with a certified wetland determination to identify 
for  producers where wetlands are located on the tract of land that 
they own or operate. 

 

 Provide technical assistance when requested in writing: How close 
can I tile to the wetland boundary?  Can NRCS flag my wetland 
boundary? 

 

 



Wetland Determinations 

 Identifies the field, label, acreage and date of 

determinations 

 

 Matches the attached Map for locations and boundaries 

 



Wetland Determination Boundaries 



Wetland Definitions & Restrictions 



Understanding your Determination 

 

 Review the Map boundaries/Labels and AD-026E for acreages, 

and reference the last pages of the determination for the 

restrictions associated with it. 

 “In general” 

 Any areas labeled as Wetlands(W) you need to avoid any drainage in, 

and adjacent to the wetland boundary 

 Any areas labeled as Farmed Wetland(FW) – Only maintenance, no 

additional drainage, or surface inlets 

 Prior Converted(PC) & Non-Wetland(NW) – No USDA restrictions 

apply for drainage, or filling. 

 

 The AD-1026 from is NOT a permission slip! NRCS does 

not issue any type of wetland permits. 

 

 

 



What if you Disagree with your Determination? 

 If you disagree with your determination you have 30 days to request 

in writing that you would like to appeal the determination and have a 

reconsideration. 

 

 If you do appeal the determination its helpful if you have any new 

information that you may have found since you completed the 

determination request such as digging and finding old tile lines, or a 

tile map. 

 

 We will complete the reconsideration based on any new information 

such as finding old tile or any other drainage features that may have 

been missed in the original evaluation. 



Wetland Determination Labels/Definitions 

 Prior Converted(PC) - A wetland converted and cropped at least 

once prior to December 23, 1985, and as of  December 23, 1985, the 

site did not support woody vegetation, was physically capable of  
being cropped, did not meet farmed wetland hydrology criteria, 

and remained in Agricultural Use. 

 

 

For USDA Programs – “Once Prior Converted, Always Prior Converted 



Farmed Wetland 
Farmed Wetlands (FW) 

   Wetlands that were drained, dredged, filled, leveled, or otherwise manipulated 
before December 23, 1985, for the purpose of, or to have the effect of, making 
the production of  an agricultural commodity possible, and continue to meet 
specific wetland hydrology criteria. Typically depressional in nature of  about 1 
foot deep. 

 

*Drainage can be fix/maintained but can’t be improved.  No additional tile 
lines. 

 

Drain tile 



Converted Wetland (CW) & (CW+ Year) 

   A wetland that has been drained, dredged, filled, 
leveled, or otherwise manipulated (including the 
removal of  woody vegetation or any activity that results 
in impairing or reducing the flow, circulation, or reach 
of  water) for the purpose of, or to have the effect of, 
making possible the production of  an agricultural 
commodity. 

  

   When the Act was signed in 1985, it stated that 
persons shall be ineligible for USDA benefits if  an 
agricultural commodity is planted on wetland that was 
converted after December 23, 1985.  
 



CW  &  CW+ year 



Wisconsin Wetland Determination 
Workload 2015 
 

Southeast: 952 requests 

Southwest: 193 requests 

Northeast: 756 requests 

Northwest: 903 requests 

 Total : 2804 requests  
 

(4th highest number in the Nation)    



Closing Thoughts 
 Request a determination 1 season prior to planned work, 

but in general it takes 4 weeks. 

 

 Request a copy of an existing determination prior to doing 

any drainage work and make sure you know where you’ll 

be tiling and if it will impact any restricted wetland areas. 

 

 Maintenance such as fixing a tile blow out, repairing the 20 

feet of an outlet, or cleaning out an existing drainage ditch 

to the same depth, width is allowed by the Farm Bill in 

general without a wetland determination request…”in 

general”. 

 

 It never hurts to request a determination even if you know 

there are no wetland to ensure your program benefits are 

not jeopardized. 



USDA Contacts: 
Farm Service Agency: 
West Bend: 

• Katie Ziemer: 262-335-4860 Ext.2  katie.zimer@wi.usda.gov 

 

Sheboygan Falls 

• Cheryl Schleis: 920-467-9917 Ext.2  Cheryl.Schleis@wi.usda.gov 

 

Natural Resources Conservation Service: 
 

Michael Patin – 920-304-6726   Michael.patin@wi.usda.gov 
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Questions? 


