
Drainage Workshop 

USDA Wetland Determination Process 



USDA Farm Bill Program 

Rules: FSA & NRCS  



Food Security Act of 1985 Farm Bill Directed 
USDA-NRCS to complete certified wetland 
determinations for USDA Participants. 

How does a USDA Participant get a certified wetland 

determination from NRCS? 
   

ü Contact the local USDA-Farm Service 

Agency(FSA) to start the process  

 

ü Be as detailed as possible on where the existing 

systems are, size, scope, layout, outlets, year 

installed on the tract map 

 

 



How does a USDA Participant get a certified wetland 

determination from NRCS? 
   

ü Complete AD-1026(USDAôs request for a wetland 

determination) with Farm Service Agency as the 

starting point for all determinations. 

 

 

 



AD-1026 Form 



AD-1026 Form 
A person that applies for USDA benefits is responsible for obtaining wetland 

determinations, exemptions, and scope and effect evaluations beforeð 

ü  Altering any wetland area 

 

ü  Improving an existing drainage system 

 

ü  Maintaining an existing drainage system 

 

To assist in scope and effect evaluations, the USDA participant is responsible for: 

ü Providing records and plans for any past hydrologic manipulations. 

 

ü Furnishing plans for any proposed manipulations, including the drainage 

capacity of existing and planned drainage systems. 

 

ü The participant is also responsible for complying with all Federal, State, or 

local regulations, permits, etc., administered by other agencies 

 



Check the Appropriate Request  



Detailing Existing and Proposed Drainage Systems 



Detailed Tile Map Needed With Request 



NRCS Wetland determination Roles: 

ü When wetland determination form is completed with FSA(AD-1026) 
they will send it to our office to complete the determination. 

 

ü We will complete the determination out of the Juneau Area Office 
using a number of historical air photoôs prior to 1985, soils maps, and 
if needed will make an appointment with the producer to do a field 
visit. 

 

ü NRCS provides you with a certified wetland determination to identify 
for  producers where wetlands are located on the tract of land that 
they own or operate. 

 

ü Provide technical assistance when requested in writing: How close 
can I tile to the wetland boundary?  Can NRCS flag my wetland 
boundary? 

 

 



Wetland Determinations 

ü Identifies the field, label, acreage and date of 

determinations 

 

ü Matches the attached Map for locations and boundaries 

 


