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What is a “Data”?

“Any facts or statistics collected for 
reference or analysis.”

In the sphere of local government, 
community development, land use 
planning, and other municipal duties:

● Quantifiable vs Qualitative



Why Collect Data?
From the Plan Commission Handbook, 
Chapter 3:
● Assess your community’s data and 

information needs.  
● Gather technical and spatial data from 

county, regional, state and federal 
sources.  

● Gather public opinion data through 
surveys, focus groups or other means.  

● Analyze and interpret data, making 
future projections where necessary.  

● Present patterns and trends to local 
decision-makers and the public. 



Why Collect Data?



Why Collect Data?



Issue Identification
From the Plan Commission Handbook, 
Chapter 3:
● Involve local decision-makers and the 

public in identifying key community 
issues, challenges, opportunities and 
desires.  

● Use local data and analyses to support 
or identify additional issues.  

● Prioritize issues to be addressed in the 
plan.  

● Identify a vision for the future 
development of the community. 



Quantifiable Data Collection Sources

Data sources that will be discussed today:

● US Census Bureau
● UW “Applied Population Labs” (APL) and “GetFacts”
● Sheboygan County Planning and Conservation Department’s GIS Maps

Instruction handouts will be made available with this presentation.



US Census Bureau - Overview

Pros:

● Very powerful
● Direct access to data sets
● Exports directly to Excel
● “Profile” page allows for fast visualization 

of data sets per community

Cons:

● Excel exports need “TLC” to function
● Potentially overwhelming if you do not 

know exactly what you are looking for
● American Community Survey (ACS) data 

can have very wide margins of error

US Census Bureau’s main public facing website for accessing Census and American Community Survey data



UW Madison APL/GetFacts - Overview

Pros:

● Easy to understand/visualize
● Location specific
● Exportable as Excel and as images of charts

Cons:

● Not as powerful as direct Census data
● Sources vary from item to item

Toolset created by University of Wisconsin-Madison Department of Community and Environmental 
Sociology for demographic data about the communities in Wisconsin.



Sheboygan County GIS Maps - Overview

● County has maps for zoning, overlay districts, demographics, and more
● Your municipality does not need a GIS software license to use web-based map 

applications
● When in doubt, feel free to ask county staff for additional information, maps, or 

updates.



US Census Demo

● https://data.census.gov/
● Search bar functionality

○ Data is available at the 
municipality level, use search 
bar at top-center of home 
page.

● Search Bar also allows for 
searches for topics related 
specifically tied to 
municipalities
○ I.E. The search “Employment 

in Sheboygan County, WI” 
will take you directly to your 
requested data if available.

https://data.census.gov/all?q=Sheboygan+County,+Wisconsin
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US Census Demo
● Geography Profile 

Page
○ Profile page 

allows for quick 
visualization of 
data available, 
premade charts 
and tables, and 
sources for data 
being presented



US Census Demo

● Topics are broken 
down into 9 main 
categories



US Census Demo
● Search for topic

○ Example topics to search for
● Download data table

○ Table and data will be connected to a 
specific census or survey, click the table 
name at the bottom right to open the 
table



US Census Demo
● At the top of the table 

page, select 
“Download”, then 
choose your preferred 
file type.



US Census Demo
● Open file in Excel or 

your spreadsheet 
software of choice
○ Convert all 

numerical 
columns from 
“General” data 
type to 
“Number”



APL/GetFacts Demo

● https://getfacts.wisc.edu
/ 

● Navigate to the “Data 
Viewer” panel 

https://getfacts.wisc.edu/
https://getfacts.wisc.edu/


APL/GetFacts Demo

● Select the location with 
the “Change Location 
and Profile Type” button



APL/GetFacts Demo

● Select “County 
Subdivision” and search 
your municipality



APL/GetFacts Demo

● Scroll down to view 
topics and data provided.
○ Broken down into 6 major 

categories of data



APL/GetFacts Demo

● Download the data as an 
excel file, or the charts as 
an image using the 
“Download” button



Sheb. Co. GIS Demo

● https://geospatialhub-she
bco.hub.arcgis.com/pages
/apps 

● Maps divided into 5 
categories, most relevant 
for “day to day” use are 
Land Info Apps and 
Planning Apps

https://geospatialhub-shebco.hub.arcgis.com/pages/apps
https://geospatialhub-shebco.hub.arcgis.com/pages/apps
https://geospatialhub-shebco.hub.arcgis.com/pages/apps


Sheb. Co. GIS Demo

● County I-Map provides 
data on each individual 
parcel in Sheb. Co. 

● Toolbar on right hand 
side has tools for 
measurement, printing, 
changing base maps, etc.

● Search bar, use tax 
parcel ID or address



Sheb. Co. GIS Demo

● Selecting a parcel will 
open a popup of relevant 
data

● Zoning may be available 
depending on which 
municipality the parcel is 
located in.



Sheb. Co. GIS Demo

● County Zoning Map 
(under “Planning Apps”)

● Illustrated zoning map 
for Sheb. Co.

● Toolbar at bottom of page 
for measurement, 
basemaps, filter by 
municipality, map layers, 
etc.



Questions?

Kirtis Orendorff, UW-Extension Sheboygan County
920-459-5905
kirtis.orendorff@wisc.edu


